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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR DIRECTORS:

CENTRE for
WELSH STUDIES

Dear friends,
Twenty-sixteen brought unprecedented
political and social change across the
Western world.
The advent of Brexit, Trump and a
groundswell of anti-establishment
movements have engulfed Europe, with
little respite planned for the coming
years.
The message is clear: swathes of society
want answers to riven problems they
attribute to thirty years of centrist-liberal
orthodoxy, which has abandoned entire
communities.
In Wales, already the UK’s poorest nation,
deep social problems and a flaccid
economy gave good reasons for a majority
to vote Leave.
Business as usual is over.
Once an immutable force, globalisation is
being rejected across the West. The
majority of voters in Wales have called
time on open borders, outsourcing jobs
and falling living standards.
Frustrated with the status quo, many feel
their communities are changing without
their input, and governments from left
and right have sung from the same hymn
sheet.
We need a new approach.

Llyr Powell
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We at the Centre for Wales will provide
solutions to the complex issues facing
Welsh society.
Wales voted Leave and Great Britain is
leaving the EU. We must get on with it.
We offer a positive vision for Wales
outside the European Union; a nation
forever committed to strong links with
our continental partners and friends.
This must be achieved with grassroots
input. For far too long ordinary people
have felt alienated from the political
establishment in Cardiff Bay.
The Centre for Wales will work with the
people of Wales and institutions all over
the globe. From businesses, governments,
charities, communities and campaigns for
a truly global Wales in which all can share
in its prosperity.
We are the only Welsh think tank ready to
cater for the seismic political realignment
already underway. It’s time to empower
the individual.
Our agenda for change will explain why
the Centre for Wales is ready to tackle our
nation’s most pressing issues.
Best Wishes,

The Centre for Welsh Studies will drive
forward a positive vision for Wales,
discussing the very issues which
politicians have ignored for decades.
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The people have spoken. They won’t be
ignored any longer.

&

Llyr & Matt

Matthew Mackinnon
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INTRODUCTION:

In the months that have followed
Britain’s historic vote to leave the
European Union, we have seen
monumental change. We have a new
Prime Minister and radically a different
cabinet. Out with the Etonian, Notting
Hill Set and in with Theresa May and her
more diverse cabinet.
The rebellion by those who, for decades
felt totally disenfranchised with the
current political establishment, had
arrived. Now it was up to those in charge
to decide which route to take following
the referendum.
The Welsh economy had left huge
sections of society behind, areas of large
deprivation which had lost their
traditional industries had failed to see
their lives improved. The EU’s regional
development fund had pumped
hundreds of millions of pounds into
South Wales into infrastructure
improvements. What the Welsh
Government and the EU failed to realise
is that what people in deprived areas
need is, sustainable, well-paid jobs and
most of all, hope.
This feeling of losing control is not just
isolated to areas of high deprivation, but
of other wealthier areas of Wales, which
have received low investment for
decades and feel as though
governments have prioritised the
handful of metropolitan cities over rural
Wales.
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The EU referendum election saw a
71.6% turnout in Wales, with 51.9%
backing LEAVE and 48.1% backing
REMAIN. Overall, 77.27% of council
areas voted LEAVE.
This was a firm rejection of the current
political establishment and the direction
in which they were taking Britain.
People showed they want to take back
control of their lives from
unaccountable politicians and
institutions.

48.1%

51.9%

REMAIN

LEAVE

WALES EU REFERENDUM RESULTS
This was not just a vote by impoverished
working class communities, but a vote
against the status quo by voters of every
class, tax bracket and locality. Many
voted not by listening to politicians and
the media, but by listening to their
conscience and voting according to their
life experiences.
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INTRODUCTION:

After the vote, many assumed that
Welsh politicians of all colours and
creeds would take heed and react to the
issues that voters expressed concern
with throughout the referendum
campaign. They were wrong to assume!
What we have seen in Wales is the vast
majority of Assembly Members and a
number of MPs trying to go on with
business as usual. They do not even
want to scratch the surface and face up
to some of the deeply worrying issues
facing our society; because that would
mean having to accept that their world
view is being rejected across Wales and
the wider Western world.
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The Centre for Wales has a different
view. We believe we must listen to those
who voted Brexit and work towards
tackling the issues that are a reality in
their day to day life.
Now is the time for Government and
society to react to these issues. In the
following pages you will find the issues
that the Centre for Wales will tackle
throughout 2017.
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DECENTRALISING
CONTROL:
The Centre for Welsh Studies will work
with various stakeholders to devolve
control from Cardiff Bay to communities
across Wales. Since the EU referendum,
there has been extensive analysis into
why people voted leave. Research has
shown that large sections of leave voters
feel as though they have lost control to
large organisations, many of which are
unelected and unaccountable to them.
The Centre for Wales believe that when
communities feel empowered they will
work to improve their communities for
the better.
We want to encourage people to have
more of a say over their lives, not just
from politicians, but from business' too.
Giving local communities control over
their local services and local issues, and
sharing power from the capital to all
corners of Wales, has to be one of the
Centre for Wales’ key goals.
We believe that this can be achieved
through
local
referendums,
and
community investment schemes. With
the expansion of social media and the
way in which communities now
communicate, we believe that power can
be devolved in a much more effective
way than it has been in the past. Local
people know what their local areas need.
Not pen pushers in Cardiff Bay.
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Deindustrialisation has had a significant
impact on the Welsh economy. Many
former mining and steel producing
towns now have extremely high levels of
unemployment, as these areas have
failed to attract business' to the area that
could provide high-skilled, well-paid
jobs. The vast majority of the current
work force work within industries such
as retail, which is not renowned for its
good pay.

"Decentralising
control from Cardiff
Bay is the key to a
prosperous Wales"
Wales desperately needs long-term,
well-paid jobs in communities up and
down the country. Rural poverty is a real
issue in Wales and to combat this, rural
areas need government infrastructure,
investment and sustainable private
sector job opportunities.
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REBALANCING THE
ECONOMY & TAX:
Wales faces a stark choice: does it
continue down the same road it has been
on since 1997, focusing the vast majority of
investment in areas of high population
density and continuing to reject rural
Wales, or does it look to rebalance the
Welsh economy, moving away from its
obsession with Cardiff, Swansea, Newport
and the South Wales valleys.
The three most prosperous counties in
Wales are all based along the southern
corridor attached to the M4. Cardiff is the
6th most prosperous city in the UK, but
overall in Barclay’s table of UK nations and
regions, Wales is ranked 10th out of 12.
demonstrating the complete inequality of
job opportunity, wealth & investment.
There is a great need for the Welsh
economy to rebalance itself. There are
many ways in which this can be achieved.
The Welsh Government cannot continue
to drain the talent that is in Wales to
Cardiff and Swansea. Our talent should be
spread to encourage economic growth and
well-being.
Wales is still very reliant on public sector
employment, with over a quarter of all
employment being within the public
sector, at around 26.5%.
We believe that there still needs to be a
strong level of public sector employment.
Whilst at the same time encouraging
these levels to slowly reduce, while private
sector jobs are created within the Welsh
economy.
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The Welsh Government needs to urgently
recognise the need to rebalance the Welsh
economy. In December 2016, the Welsh
Government announced a multi billion
pound infrastructure investment scheme.
We believe that when the final details of
this scheme are announced, it will be
evident that the vast majority will be spent
in the same areas: the South Wales
Valleys, cities and the North East Wales
corridor into the North West of England,
once again ignoring the areas that already
lack major new investment and already
feel ignored by the Welsh Government.
In April 2019, income tax will be devolved
from Westminster to the Senedd. This was
pledged in the 2015 Conservative
Manifesto, it was proposed with a
referendum to asking the people of Wales
if they would like to hand control of
income tax powers from London to Cardiff.
Wales is slowly gaining more tax raising
powers from Westminster and we would
like to see Wales take a new path. We want
Wales to become an attractive place for
international investment. Wales has a
large coastline stretching the length and
breadth of the country, affording us huge
opportunities to rebrand Wales as a global
holiday hotspot. Other industries such as
renewable tidal energy and farming could
be given a huge boost, if the right tax
regime and incentives were implemented.
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EMIGRATION &
IMMIGRATION:
Looking to the future, Wales will suffer
from an ageing population combined
with the fact that young people are
leaving Wales and moving to other parts
of the UK, in large numbers. London and
other metropolitan cities are a huge
pull for Welsh graduates. Currently the
Government's main answer to this issue
is to encourage immigration from the EU
and the wider world. These migrants are
needed in some skilled areas, but we
need to look at a multi-pronged
approach to solve this issue of our ageing
population.

Political parties are now arguing for an
immigration system policy for Wales. We
believe this is a ploy to keep Wales’
borders open to the European Union by
politicians who refuse to accept that
their love of open borders and shared
sovereignty are now a minority view in
Wales.

We believe there are a plethora of
approaches to tackle the issue
of Wales' 'brain drain'. For example, we
need to be encouraging new businesses
to settle in Wales. We must aim high, for
these businesses to have a variety of jobs
available, from low-skilled roles to
graduate level positions, with the aim to
retain Welsh graduates and increase
manual and high-skilled employment.

The Welsh Government has continually
campaigned and supported open
borders and high levels of non-EU
migration, in order to attract large
numbers of people to Wales, regardless
of skill level or ability. We believe Wales
can fill many of its low-skilled positions if
appropriate measures are introduced in
order to attract Welsh workers from all
over the country to take up these
positions.

There are already some of the UK’s finest
companies based in Wales and when the
Welsh Government gains control over
Income Tax, it should be one of the
Government's highest priorities to create
the
most
favourable
business
environment, in discussion with business
leaders across Wales.
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This policy will be impossible to impose
unless a hard border is created with
England, which is not in the interest to
the people of Wales, especially those
living in communities near the border.

We must create a sustainable
immigration system that encourages our
home-grown talent to stay in Wales,
whilst simultaneously working to
increase private investment that will
guarantee these jobs in the long-term.
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HOW CAN WE
ACHIEVE THIS:
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The Centre for Wales will be working with a variety of high profile stakeholders in
Wales to achieve our objectives, from leading politicians to academics, and business
leaders to charities. We will seek advice, commentary and opinion from specialists
in the subjects that we will be focusing on.
We aim to use social media as one of our main avenues to gain exposure, using social
media posts and videos to drive forward our ideas to targeted audiences across
Wales.
We have established a team which has worked for a variety of organisations, such as
the UK Parliament, European Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, as well as
working with international charities and businesses.
We will focus on our research and media operation, producing reports and gaining
media exposure for our campaigns.
In time we would like to have a small regional team based in more rural areas of
Wales. Their roles would be to introduce our ideas to local businesses, councils and
charities.
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CONCLUSION:

This is just an overview of some of the
policy areas we will focus on. There's a
plethora of other topics
we plan to produce reports on in the
future, but we believe we have
provided an exciting snapshot into our
mission for 2017.
In the post-Brexit era, the agenda in
Wales must reflect the will of the
people of Wales and their desire for
change.
We do not yet know how Brexit will
evolve. We must show the Welsh
Government that the Welsh people will
not allow them to slow down and block
Brexit. We know that our European
friends have their own agendas that
they want to achieve in the upcoming
negotiations. We do not know what
type of trading relationship will be
agreed and we do not know how the
day-to-day politics will play out after
the elections in 2017 across Europe.
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But, we are sure of one thing: the
referendum campaign showed that the
political class have not done enough to
prevent the deep divisions found in our
communities in recent decades. This is
a complex issue which encompasses
worries about national
identity, prosperity, wealth distribution
and the future of our public services.
Our job at the Centre for Wales and as
citizens of Wales is to work towards a
united future for Wales. We can achieve
this by engaging with new people,
creating new, innovative ideas and
forging new campaigns, whilst
simultaneously maintaining and
promoting a positive vision for Wales,
outside the European Union.
The Centre for Wales is ready to tackle
our nation's most pressing issues. Our
ultimate aim is simple: to empower
the individual.
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www.facebook.com/centreforwales

www.twitter.com/centreforwales

www.centrefor.wales

